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One of my friends came by while I was working on this painting. He looked at me with a smile and said, “I think Jesus can be 

seen in each of us, we just don't realize it because we tend to look for him somewhere else…” I asked him, “Why did you say 

that?” He then began to share his faith and understanding about Jesus. Then he said, it's not hard to see Jesus in the lives of 

the ordinary people. Most of the time we picture Jesus as somebody up there sitting on the throne wearing a crown like a king. 

He said, it makes more sense to him to see Jesus like an ordinary person who mingles with ordinary people. 

 

I seldom hear him share his faith, yet he can easily recognize Jesus! He genuinely loves God and others, and he has profound 

understanding of what Jesus looks like. 

 

This reminds me of the Emmaus story when two disciples walked with Jesus. They even talked with him and sat around the 

table but didn’t recognize him until he broke bread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One time I brought this painting to a youth group, one of them said she can see Christ in our struggles and sufferings. She 

noticed the pierced hand! Christ suffers with us. He is in us when we are in difficulties. When we have questions, Christ listens 

to us. Other members of that youth group recall the story of Thomas doubting when Christ showed him his hands. We have 

fears, hesitations and questions, but the good news is Christ listens and understands and always extends his forgiving hands. 

 

  My youngest daughter commented on this painting when she was 5, saying, “It's funny how the man looks like-Is he smiling 

or giggling or something? He’s laughing but covering his mouth with his hand. Is he laughing at somebody, or is he making fun 

of something?” In the Philippines when you tell a joke to your friends and nobody gets it, it's kind of embarrassing. But instead 

of getting embarrassed, we just laugh! 

 

Christ has told us a story through his life and how he rose from the dead, but until now there are those who try to solve mystery 

and prove the empty tomb. Christ has shown us the way to life by giving up his life for others, and yet we’re sometimes selfish 

and unloyal. 

 

The message is clear, but it’s funny how some of us don’t get it. 

 

Christ is smiling at us, maybe even laughing and giggling at us. Perhaps he wanted to tell us, life is full of surprises and he 

understands us and always gives grace to all. 

 
 

Don’t forget  

to CELEBRATE  

Independence Day! 

Lectionary for July 2019 

July 2                                            

Genesis 22:1-14                        

Psalm 13 (UMH 746)                     

Romans 6:12-23                                

Matthew 10:40-42 

July 9                                                 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67       

Psalm 45:10-17, Psalm 72               

Romans 7:15-25a                        

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 16                                              

Genesis 25:19-34                         

Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 25         

Romans 8:-11                                

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

July 23                                          

Genesis 28:10-19a                             

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 UMH 854        

Romans 8:12-25                             

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30                                            

Genesis 29:15-28                          

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828)         

Romans 8:26-39                               

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



 

July 1: Mary Mumaw 

July 2: Buddy Trussell 

July 7: Nicholas Johnson 

July 10: John Barton, 

July 17: Joan Rose 

July 19: Mazelle Ross, David Johnson 

July 24:Cassidy Pinkston 

July 25: Ken Hassell 

July 26: Jan Wilkinson 

July 29: Parker Blackman 

Prayers for our St. Marks family unable to worship with us today 

Shirley Beathe, Gladys Cupp, Linda Heath, Don Bragg, Edna Fields, Bob McReynolds, Janice Barton, Don 

and Mazelle Ross, Eileen Mark, James and Vicki Folks 

Requesting prayers 

Jane Kennon, Stan Little, Keith Mumaw, Tom Marks, Chris Mumaw, Barbara  Holland, Ben Robertson,       

Virginia  Spurger,  Nelda Walker, Pam Connolly and family on the death of Lance Carnal, Gayle Jones, Joan 

Rose,  Mary  Grigar-Brown, the family of Kay Perry, Helen Halliday 

 

 

Let’s not            

forget our    

Country’s 

Birthday,               

July 4th! 



It's the Fourth of July and we’re supposed to be celebrating Independence Day., but what makes this day special? 

 

What gives the Fourth of July its significance is that our Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Continental 

Congress in 1776.  

 

It was in Philadelphia, and the signers of that document, composed by Thomas Jefferson, knew that this declaration of 

independence from the dictatorial rule of Great Britain might also be — literally — their death sentence. 

 

They knew full well that the wrath and might of the British army would be sailing across the Atlantic to descend on the 

relatively defenseless colonies. They knew their scattered “states” didn’t have the numbers or arms or training to stand 

against the British, much less defeat them militarily. Yet they put their signatures, and their lives, their families, their 

destiny, on that parchment and so, against all odds, and even against reason, that Declaration told the world that 

“these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.”  

 

The only importance of the 4th day of July, then, is that it marks the birth of the United States of America. 

Recently, there have been some mistakes made by people entering and leaving the church during 

the day.  Please be aware that we are all responsible for each other’s safety when entering or        

leaving the church.  St. Marks should be a safe place for all who enter.   

Please remember the following: 

A-Always turn off the lights and lock the outer doors. 

B-Be mindful of everyone’s safety. 

C-Call the office before you enter ANY door! (The police may be called if you forget!) 

D-Double check!  Did you turn off the lights, set the alarm, and lock the door? 



Let’s all congratulate our 2017 high school graduates! 

Please welcome 

our new members 

to St. Marks,                                                  

Ivy Gandy and  

Glenda Shugart. 
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July 2016 

3117 Motley Drive 

Mesquite, TX 75150 

Phone: 972-279-8042 

Fax: 972-613-5959 

E-mail: stmarks-office@att.net 

www.stmarksmesquite.church 

Church Staff 
Rev. Edwin Zarate 

Pastor, Ext. 101 

April Lang 

Administrative Assistant, Ext. 100 

Eric Moellering 

Music Director 

Nancy Good 

Accompanist; 

John Barton 

Treasurer 


