
Moses -- Exodus 2:1-10  
Exodus 2:1-10 New International Version (NIV) 

The Birth of Moses 

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant 

and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three 

months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket[a] for him and 

coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the 

reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would 

happen to him. 

5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were 

walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female 

slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for 

him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 

7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women 

to nurse the baby for you?” 

8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s 

daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the 

woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to 

Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses,[b]saying, “I drew him 

out of the water.” 
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David and Goliath (I Samuel 17:1-58)  
1 Samuel 17 New International Version (NIV) 

David and Goliath 

17 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. 

They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. 2 Saul and the 

Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to 

meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with 

the valley between them. 

4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His 

height was six cubits and a span.[a] 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat 
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of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels[b]; 6 on his legs he wore bronze 

greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7 His spear shaft was like a 

weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels.[c] His shield bearer went 

ahead of him. 

8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for 

battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choosea man and 

have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your 

subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve 

us.” 10 Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and 

let us fight each other.” 11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites 

were dismayed and terrified. 

12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehemin 

Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old. 13 Jesse’s three oldest 

sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and 

the third, Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15 but 

David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 

16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his 

stand. 

17 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah[d] of roasted grain and these ten 

loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18 Take along these ten 

cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some 

assurance[e] from them. 19 They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of 

Elah, fighting against the Philistines.” 

20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set 

out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle 

positions, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines 

facing each other. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle 

lines and asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the 

Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his 

usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled 

from him in great fear. 

25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He 

comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He 

will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in 

Israel.” 
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26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this 

Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine 

that he should defy the armies of the living God?” 

27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be 

done for the man who kills him.” 

28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with 

anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave 

those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your 

heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.” 

29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to 

someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as 

before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant 

will go and fight him.” 

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are 

only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a 

lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and 

rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seizedit by its hair, struck it 

and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 

Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living 

God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lionand the paw of the bear will 

rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze 

helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking 

around, because he was not used to them. 

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took 

them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, 

put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached 

the Philistine. 

41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 

David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with 

health and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you 



come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he 

said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies 

of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and 

I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the 

Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that 

there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or 

spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our 

hands.” 

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to 

meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the 

Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the 

ground. 

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his 

hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 

51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from 

the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. 

When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 52 Then the men 

of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the 

entrance of Gath[f] and to the gates of Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the 

Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 53 When the Israelites returned from chasing the 

Philistines, they plundered their camp. 

54 David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s 

weapons in his own tent. 

55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander 

of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” 

Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 

56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” 

57 As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him 

before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 

58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. 

David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 
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Footnotes: 

a. 1 Samuel 17:4 That is, about 9 feet 9 inches or about 3 meters 
b. 1 Samuel 17:5 That is, about 125 pounds or about 58 kilograms 
c. 1 Samuel 17:7 That is, about 15 pounds or about 6.9 kilograms 
d. 1 Samuel 17:17 That is, probably about 36 pounds or about 16 kilograms 
e. 1 Samuel 17:18 Or some token; or some pledge of spoils 
f. 1 Samuel 17:52 Some Septuagint manuscripts; Hebrew of a valley 
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Jonah and the Whale (Jonah 1-4) 
Jonah 1-4New International Version (NIV) 

Jonah Flees From the LORD 

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to 

Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard 

and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. 

4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the 

ship threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own 

god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.6 The 

captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe 

he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.” 

7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is 

responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked 

him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do 

you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?” 

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made 

the sea and the dry land.” 

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running 

away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.) 

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to 

you to make the sea calm down for us?” 
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12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know 

that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea 

grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not let 

us die for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent 

man, for you, LORD, have done as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him 

overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and 

they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 

Jonah’s Prayer 

17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish three days and three nights. 2 1 [a]From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his 

God. 2 He said: 

“In my distress I called to the LORD, 

    and he answered me. 

From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, 

    and you listened to my cry. 
3 You hurled me into the depths, 

    into the very heart of the seas, 

    and the currents swirled about me; 

all your waves and breakers 

    swept over me. 
4 I said, ‘I have been banished 

    from your sight; 

yet I will look again 

    toward your holy temple.’ 
5 The engulfing waters threatened me,[b] 

    the deep surrounded me; 

    seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 

    the earth beneath barred me in forever. 

But you, LORD my God, 

    brought my life up from the pit. 
7 “When my life was ebbing away, 

    I remembered you, LORD, 

and my prayer rose to you, 

    to your holy temple. 
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8 “Those who cling to worthless idols 

    turn away from God’s love for them. 
9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 

    will sacrifice to you. 

What I have vowed I will make good. 

    I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.’” 
10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

3 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large 

city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the 

city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites 

believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put 

on sackcloth. 

6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off 

his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust.7 This is the 

proclamation he issued in Nineveh: 

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or 

drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently 

on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet 

relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

Jonah’s Anger at the LORD’s Compassion 

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, 

“Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by 

fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to 

anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, 

take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 

4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 

shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then 



the LORD God provided a leafy plant[c] and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for 

his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at 

dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed 

on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die,and said, “It would be better for 

me to die than to live.” 

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 

10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend 

it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have 

concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many 

animals?” 

Footnotes: 

a. Jonah 2:1 In Hebrew texts 2:1 is numbered 1:17, and 2:1-10 is numbered 2:2-11. 
b. Jonah 2:5 Or waters were at my throat 
c. Jonah 4:6 The precise identification of this plant is uncertain; also in verses 7, 9 and 10. 
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Jesus in the Temple – About My Father’s Business (Luke 2:41-52) 
Luke 2:41-52New International Version (NIV) 

The Boy Jesus at the Temple 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.42 When he 

was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the 

festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they 

traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 

him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions.47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at 

his understanding and his answers.48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. 

His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 

been anxiously searching for you.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1-4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22575c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1-4&version=NIV#en-NIV-22550
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1-4&version=NIV#en-NIV-22554
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1-4&version=NIV#en-NIV-22575
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
http://www.biblica.com/


49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?”[a] 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 

favor with God and man. 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 2:49 Or be about my Father’s business 
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